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Beck & Trent churches update
June is always a wonderful month to be living in the countryside.  This is particularly true 
this year as we anticipate that some of the restrictions of the last 16 months will begin to 
relax. We must continue to be careful but it is a time when we can give thanks. It is also a 
time to remember with sympathy and compassion those people who are no longer with us 
and those who grieve as they deal with loss.  We also remember those who are not well; it 
is not an easy time to be unwell.  We are so grateful for the support and companionship of 
our caring communities. 

CHURCH LIFE IN THE BENEFICE 
We are gradually establishing some kind of routine in our churches.  Thanks to the help 
of retired clergy and other ordained people in the Diocese every church is able to have 
a service of Holy Communion each month.  We are now beginning to introduce lay-led 
services and working out what is best for each church.  Once again we are able to include 
a table of services across the benefice which is a real sign of progress. We respond to 
Covid guidance as it evolves so please do check on the Beck and Trent website www.
becktrent.org.uk and keep an eye on local social media and posters.  For the present we 
assume that booking will be necessary and masks must be worn at the services. We wait 
for guidance on singing.

In the absence of a monthly vicar’s message we are also casting the net wide in search 
of inspiring and thought provoking contributions.  This month we are delighted to have an 
article from our diocesan bishop – the Right Reverend Paul Williams, Bishop of Southwell 
and Nottingham.

Churches open for prayer
Most churches in the benefice will be open 
for quiet reflection on Sundays when they 
do not have a service.  You are welcome to 
drop in and sit quietly. They may be open 
at other times as well. Check times for your 
parish church.
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From the church
Before moving to be Bishop of Southwell & Nottingham in 2015 we lived 
as a family in a house overlooking the River Thames in Twickenham, 
West London. My predecessor was the first of the Bishops of Kensington 
to reside there having concluded that Kensington itself was not the most 
accessible place for people to travel to from across an area that extended 
from Harrods to Heathrow! Our home for six years had been gifted to the 
Church by the Twining family, who had built it in 1706 as a place to escape 
into the countryside away from their fast expanding tea business on the 
Strand. The house is known as Dial House because of the striking sundial above the front 
door. On it are some familiar words from the bible often associated with clocks and clock-
making: ‘Redeeming the Time’. 

Living as a fast-paced bishop in a fast-paced city I would pass under the sundial several 
times each day, often musing on the significance of those words the apostle Paul spoke 
to the Ephesians. A more modern version translates the phrase ‘making the most of the 
opportunity’ which seems at first to miss the significance of the word ‘kairos’, which is one 
of two ancient Greek words for ‘time’. The first is ‘kronos’ from which we get ‘chronology’, 
meaning the progression of time in terms of hours and minutes. Whereas ‘kairos’ is quite 
different, referring to the season in which we are living with its unique climate of challenges 
and opportunities.

Whether you are a natural city-dweller or most at home in the countryside, we can all find 
ourselves juggling competing demands on our time and pressures that leave us feeling 
unsettled. Even living with the restrictions of the lockdowns did not reduce the stress that 
many felt managing work from home, sustaining relationships and caring for family far 
away. As a result all of us will have some heightened experience of anxiety or weariness 
emerging out of the pandemic. Living in a time (kronos) like this creates both challenges and 
opportunities that we might never encounter in any other season of life. 

We may not have a sundial above our front door, but we can all recall each day the 
opportunities given to us to make a difference. We may never know how our simple kindness 
to someone will be a comfort in their distress or an encouragement along the way. For 
ourselves, coming out of a pandemic may be the right ‘time’ to draw near to God in a new 
way, and the ministry of our churches in Beck & Trent is here to support you in this. 

In these summer months, I hope you can find time for some slowing down, rest and 
refreshment. Also perhaps to take a little time to renew a vision for life and faith, knowing that 
God is never too busy to hear your prayers and touch your life in a fresh way with his hope. 
Here is how God wonderfully redeems the time for us, now and eternally.               

With every blessing, Bishop Paul

The Right Reverend Paul Williams, Bishop of Southwell and Nottingham

Thank you to all across the Beck & Trent Churches for all you have done to worship 
and pray, serve and care during the many challenges and opportunities of the past 
year. I hope to join you on a Sunday before too long and in the meantime I keep you in 
my prayers.
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Help, support and contacts
We want to assure you that even though we have no vicar at the moment the church is 
here to help, support and advise you. 

• For baptisms, weddings and funerals contact the Benefice Administrator, Heather 
Sirrel. Ring 01636 555082 or email admin@becktrent.org.uk 
Heather works on Monday and Thursday mornings but will respond to all messages 
left as soon as possible.

• For local support and booking for services contact your churchwardens:

Caunton Irene Crossley 01636 639 123
  Caroline Harvey 01636 636 298

Cromwell Sarah Clark 01636 821 943
  Nicola Creasey 07737 545257

Norwell Elizabeth Jones 01636 636 365

Ossington Robin & Jane Drury 07951 439 840

Also in the Benefice
Carlton on Trent    Contact Benefice Administrator
Sutton on Trent     Steve Hall 07772 468836 

• For Safeguarding contact the Safeguarding Co-ordinator via the Parish Office 
01636 555082 safeguarding@becktrent.org.uk.  

See the Beck and Trent website for more contact details www.becktrent.org.uk. 

Funerals 
All Saints’ Sutton on Trent Richard Michael Eaton  20 April 2021

St Andrew’s Caunton Geoffrey Boffey  6 May 2021

And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ 

God saw all that he had made and it was very good.
Genesis 1 vv 24-25 and 31  

In nature we find love, joy, peace and patience. God’s love for us shines through creation. 

Verse of the month:
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The Potting Shed church

TTHHEE  PPOOTTTTIINNGG  SSHHEEDD  CCHHUURRCCHH  
Middlethorpe Barn, Caunton, NG23 6BB  

Join us on Sundays at the Barn, 4pm  
During this time we will be following all Government  
and Church of England guidelines for public worship  

to ensure everyone is kept safe. 

For more information and for the Zoom codes contact:  

ooffffiiccee@@tthheeppoottttiinnggsshheeddcchhuurrcchh..oorrgg 

CCRREEAATTIIVVEE  RRUURRAALL  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  

wwwwww..tthheeppoottttiinnggsshheeddcchhuurrcchh..oorrgg 

f: @ThePottingShedChurch 
i: @pottingshedchurch 

or for Midweek at the Potting Shed,   
Wednesdays 8-9pm on Zoom   

For sung worship, reflection on the Bible and conversation 
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Rooted Youth 
CHAT 
GAMES 
CONNECT 

7-8pm  
Mon 14th June  

on Zoom 
For more info. and codes contact: 
office@thepottingshedchurch.org 

For school years 7-11 



Text 07788725923
or email mike@ossichaff.com

for prices

HORSE FEED, SHAVINGS, SUPPLEMENTS
CHICKEN CORN, DOG FOOD

& MORE

Highland Farm, Ossington NG23 6LJ
www.ossichaff.com  / mike@ossichaff.com

Mon-Fri  7am-5pm   01636 821255 
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NATURE Watch
Deer are a majestic feature of our countryside. The largest 
of Britain’s mammals, there are six deer species that 
are resident in the UK – from the grand red deer to the 
diminutive muntjac. However only the roe and red deer are 
native. 

Deer populations are increasing as they are adaptable 
and well-suited to a variety of habitats. In spite of this they 
are rarely seen due to their elusive nature, preferring the 
protection of woodland. 

Roe deer are common throughout our villages and are most 
likely encountered at this time of year, as females give birth 
to kids and males start preparing for the annual rut, which 
begins in July. This is also the time when roe deer are 
most likely to venture onto roads where they may fall victim 
to collisions with cars. Nottinghamshire police recently 
reported an increase in deer-car collisions throughout the 
area, advising drivers to be vigilant, especially at night.

Although mating occurs during these summer months, the 
embryo will not implant in the uterus until January. Like 
in the badger, this period of embryonic diapause is an 
evolutionary adaptation to avoid birthing 
kids in harsh winters. The gestation period 
is nine months in total, with four months of 
diapause, followed by five months of foetal 
development. Kids will be born the following 
June, when conditions are favourable 
and the kid can wean on the lush summer 
grasses and flowers.

If you are interested in Nature, please 
see Norwell Church News; from 5-13 
June the village is celebrating Nature in 
The Churchyard, a national event that 
showcases the importance of churchyards 
in encouraging biodiversity. There will be 
a number of events over the week and it is 
not to be missed!

Adam Breslin    
adamnaturewatch@gmail.com

Male roe deer
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BIRD Watch
There is no doubt that in early May the number of small migrants who are normally with 
us is fewer this year. The prolonged spell in April of fine but cold weather with frost at night 
was not conducive to long migratory journeys. After the first swallows were seen in early 
April, there have been very few sighted since and the greater numbers are sensibly waiting 
in France and Spain. The near drought in April (5mm in our rain-gauge) would have made 
nest-building very difficult for any species which needs mud or clay. The warmer weather 
forecast for mid-May should result in a mass migration of birds eager to start their first 
brood. One family which has got off to a start is our returning grey wagtails, which are 
already nesting in the same site as last year.

Though a number of lapwings built nests on the airfield at Ossington and were successful 
in laying, the most recent reports suggest that the survival rate of the hatched chicks is 
poor and this year a new villain has been put in the frame. The likelihood that a pair of 
red kite are nesting in the area has given rise to fears that they might be responsible for 
the lapwing chicks’ disappearance. Though red kite will occasionally take the fledgling of 
ground nesting birds, they are essentially scavengers and normally only resort to predation 
when the supply of carrion fails. 

There should be no shortage of carrion at the moment and it is much more likely that the 
culprits are the rats and badgers which have taken lapwing eggs and chicks in previous 
years. Like all raptors, red kite really only become a problem when they overpopulate an 
area and the available food source is not adequate for the numbers, so the one or two 
pairs of red kite which are with us here are most unlikely to cause damage by predation. 

A bizarre but rather handsome bird has been seen ground feeding in Norwell and defied 
all attempts to be identified until a knowledgeable birder suggested that it is a mahogany 
canary/siskin cross. Its plumage was so strikingly colourful that it will be in danger of 
attracting a predator as it feeds. Please do let us know if you have seen this oddity. 

Peter Geldart    
petergeldart@btinternet.com



St. Andrew’s has seen the restart of services, though at a reduced number. We used to 
have three a month but now we are down to one which, at the moment, is at 10.30am on 
the first Sunday in the month. Even after restrictions are fully lifted, we doubt that we’ll 
get any more services as we still haven’t a vicar, so all our churches have to rely on other 
clergy. We’re not the only Benefice without a vicar so clergy can sometimes be hard to 
come by. But we are grateful to those who are able to take our one service in the month. 
Hopefully, after this month, booking a seat will no longer be required. It’s good to see life 
coming back into our churches! 

Sadly, Caunton has lost another of its residents with the death of Geoff Boffey.

Geoff was a devout Christian who served the church in many ways. He was a past 
churchwarden who was instrumental in refurbishing the clock tower as we see it today. He 
did so many things that go unnoticed in the church and St. Andrew’s is greatly indebted 
to him. He also served as a Parish Councillor. Our thoughts and prayers go to Jo, their 
daughter and family at this sad time.

RIP Geoff.

CAKE SALE
Following the fantastic cake sale we held in December when £431.70p was raised, we 
are holding another one on Saturday 19 June from 10.00am-4.00pm. All proceeds to the 
Rainwater Goods Appeal to help keep the church waterproof.

Could you be the magazine’s next village editor for Caunton?
Don’t worry, you don’t have to write anything (if you don’t want to)! 

To find out what a village editor does do go to page 12.

Caunton needs your help.

Caunton church news
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Church Cleaning
Saturday 5 June – Charlotte & Bo
Saturday 19 June – Mary & Mike
Saturday 3 July – Joy & Dave

Flowers
Saturday 5 Jun – Irene
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Caunton community news

Caunton Improvement Group
Do come and join us for the next village planting and tidy up session on Sunday 6 June 
at 10am.

Meet outside the Old Post Office near the road bridge. Please bring a trowel and 
observe social distancing.

Everyone is welcome.

Help keep Caunton colourful!

Margie Asker 01636 636221 
Steve Routledge 07811 399113

Caunton Parish Council – notes from meetings on 29 April and 12 May (AGM)
Under public speaking the Council received a report from the agents of a planning 
application for an additional dwelling at The Bothy, Mill Lane.

The Council considered five planning applications:

• A new access at Orchard Lodge, Norwell Road was supported.

• A single storey rear and side extension at 13 Deans Close was supported.

• No comments were registered for Variations of details to approved planning for Plot 1, 
Norwell Road. 

• A single storey garage at The Old Post Office, Newark Road was supported.

• After consideration of comments received from residents an application for an 
additional dwelling at The Boffey was supported. 

All Councillors were elected to retain their current roles for a further year.

Annual financial accounts for year to April 2021 were approved.

An order has been placed for maintenance repairs to the zip-wire play equipment and a 
request to replace the broken Ford Lane road sign has been made.

Caunton Improvement Group have organised a planting day for Sunday 6 June.

Due to COVID restrictions the Annual Parish Meeting has been postponed to 14 July.

The next Parish Council meeting will be at Floral Media, Norwell Road on 9 June at 
7.30pm 

Any representation to the Parish Council should be made to the Clerk at 
parishcouncilcaunton@gmail.com

Chris Jagger, Chair
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Caunton community news (continued...)

Caunton WI
It’s the time of year for the AGM and so at the start of May, Caunton 
WI held its first virtual annual general meeting. It was a short affair 
and last year’s committee members agreed to serve for another 
term and were joined by a new volunteer. Kate Ashworth was 
elected as our President for another 12 months and our secretary 
and treasurer roles will continue in the same, safe hands.

Following the formal business of the evening we were joined by Dr Roderic Ashton, 
a retired GP who gave us a talk entitled “What happens in history when our leaders 
are mad or ill”. It was a fascinating insight into the stories behind the events, all with 
a medical twist. Some stories were funny and others heartbreaking but it gave us a 
glimpse into how fragile and vulnerable our leaders are.

As lockdown eases our members are anticipating meeting face-to-face before too long. 
We have enjoyed our zoom meetings but seeing one another and talking together is 
something we’re all looking forward to.

Three questions for you:
1. Is it important to support your local community?
2. Do you consider yourself public spirited?
3. Could you find a few spare hours each month? 

If your answers are Yes, please get in touch without delay to help the magazine!

We need a new village editor for Caunton!

Please call Elizabeth Jones on 01636 636365 or email emjones.norwell@btinternet.com

What does a village editor do?
You don’t have to write anything but, of course, you can if you want to!  
You need to be reasonably comfortable with using a computer and sending and receiving 
emails – but not a technical wizard.
Each month you will be asked by the main editor to send a reminder email to each person in 
your village who usually contributes to the magazine.
You will receive emails from contributors by the 15th of the month at the latest. Check them 
off and remind those who have not sent anything in.
The contributions will be in Microsoft Word.  If they are not already in a template, which 
you will be given, just copy and paste in.  On rare occasions you may have to type up a 
contribution that is hand-written.
It helps the editor if you check spelling and punctuation, but this is not essential.
You send the contributions on to the editor on the 16th.
Job done – until the next month!  
Why not give it a go?  Irene Crossley will help you to begin with.
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As we have settled into the summer term, the children are enjoying 
their new topics and wanted to share a little of what they have been up 
to!

Children in Key Stage 1 are loving finding out about our local area both 
in geography and history. In art we are inspired by Andy Goldsworthy to 
produce natural sculptures, and in science we are identifying trees and plants from our 
beautiful grounds and investigating how seeds and bulbs grow. This links well with our 
farm theme as we are finding out about where our food comes from and how important 
our farms and farmers are. Our Global Neighbours theme of ‘water’ links perfectly as 
we investigate its importance and the challenges it presents. We will seek to involve the 
community soon in our vision of treating water with respect as it is precious, finding 
ways to preserve it in times of drought, protect in times of flood and share fairly with our 
global neighbours.

The Early Years children have now begun their forest school sessions and are enjoying 
exploring nature and the seasons. Our topic ‘Down on the Farm’ is helping us to 
understand where our food comes from and the different animals that you can see on 
farms. We have also been busy in our garden getting lots of different vegetables planted 
to enjoy. Our wildflower garden is now growing fast since the recent rain and we are 
enjoying observing the variety of flowers.

Our topic in Key Stage 2 is ‘Food and Diet’ and the children have been learning and 
researching about the food that they eat every day. They have been finding out how far 
their food has travelled and have been learning about ‘food miles’. Our parents have been 
interested too and along with the children have looked at the foods eaten for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, and using a world map have investigated how far their food has 
travelled.

We are also learning about different food groups and how we need a variety of foods 
from these groups and also how much of it is good for our bodies. 

In Design and Technology, children designed and created their own Fruit Salads. They 
enjoyed eating them, sharing with their friends and families too!

Caunton: Dean Hole Primary School
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Bookings: Tel 07929 011610 Email tracey@traceyhughesbeauty.co.uk
For more information visit my website: www.traceyhughesbeauty.co.uk 
Rear of The Woovers, Norwell Road, Caunton NG23 6AQ

Facials, Rejuvapen, LightFusion, AHA 
Skin Peels, Microdermabrasion.

Facial treatments for all skin 
types and concerns.

ENHANCING       YOUR  NATURAL       BEAUTY

Waxing, Epil Pro, Sterex Blend.

Follow the sign for care 
and relaxation, a warm 
welcome awaits you.

Hair removal

Come along and enjoy the experience...

Find us at: Norwell Road, Caunton, Newark, NG23 6AQ
Tel: 01636 636283, Mob: 07811 399113

Visit: www.floralmedia.co.uk

We can host your party 

or wedding in style
Workshops and events our speciality
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Cromwell Parish Meeting
The Parish AGM was held on Monday 10 May. This was the first meeting since July 
2020.

Minerals Local Plan  As far as the completed MLP is concerned all quarrying in 
Cromwell parish will cease in 2023 with the exhaustion of the existing Cemex quarry.

Slip-road  A virtual meeting was held on the 26 March. It was chaired by our MP 
Secretary of State Robert Jenrick and County Councillor Bruce Laughton (BL). Senior 
representatives from Applegreen Plc (owners of the service station), Highways England 
(HE), and Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) were present. The parish was 
represented by Mr D.Swift, Mr G.Creasey (GC), Ms Jo Myers and Ms R. Whittaker. 

The current problems were described with the aid of slides from GC and a discussion 
ensued. It was agreed that further meetings were needed to evaluate the suggestions 
offered and Applegreen, HE, NCC and BL will meet to formulate future action. In the 
meantime the parish will continue to progress the Traffic Regulation Order and the 
double yellow lines needed to prohibit parking on the eastern side of the slip-road. These 
measures are now well advanced due to the earlier work by the parish and Mr Mike 
Keeling (NCC). Some improvement in the slip-road surface may also be anticipated.

Community Infrastructure Levy  It was agreed to devote the CIL money towards a 
defibrillator and the necessary weather-proof box which is to be sited in the northern 
section of the village.

Finance The accounts were presented by the treasurer, Mrs Marjorie Goss, and were 
accepted by the meeting. The precaution was taken to set the precept for the year 22-23 
at this meeting. It will remain unchanged at £1050.

Planning decisions were reported and three new applications were discussed:

• 21/00993/ful (replaces 21/00113/ful) Two 3-bed semi-detached dwellings on the 
garden south of Holly Farm. The meeting had no objections.

• 2100861/ful Removal of the 11 months only occupancy condition for 10 residential 
caravans at Waterside, Milestone Caravan Park.The meeting gave conditional 
support.

• 21/00954/house A detached garage with office space above, at Althorne,Norwell 
Lane.The meeting had no objections.

All parish officers were re-elected due to the lack of other candidates.

The problem of dog faeces on Fly Fish Lane has returned following the relaxation of 
the lockdown measures. Parishioners are again asked to comply with the regulations, 
but the problem seems to be associated with transient visitors rather than residents. 
The design of increased signage may be made the subject of a competition in order to 
increase local interest and awareness.

The next Parish meeting will probably be on Monday 9 August.

Cromwell community news



Cromwell Messenger

To share news and information with 

the village please contact Tracy 

Koefoed who runs the Village 

Messenger service:  

messenger@cromwellvillage.org.uk 

or 07788 313620.

Cromwell Village Hall
Following a virtual meeting of the hall committee it was agreed that for the time being 
the Village Hall will remain closed until restrictions have been sufficiently lifted. Fingers 
crossed for the start of July!

Thankfully, the guidance allowed us to be able to use the hall recently for the Local 
Elections and also for the Parish AGM, which was a big relief for us.

Moving forward, we would like to ask you what you would like to see the hall being used 
for? Are you involved with a group or organisation who would like to use our village hall? 
Would you like to set up a new group or event? 

Please get in touch with us! You can call Jo Myers on 07711 177194 or Claire Davies on 
07796 133656.

Egg Art
I have been an Egg Artist for the last 32 
years and am a member of The World 
Egg Art Association. The pictures show 
examples of my work. I use real egg 
shells – from quail eggs to ostrich eggs.  

If you are looking for a new hobby please 
feel free to call me on 01636 822316. I 
look forward to hearing from you. 

To find out more about the wonderful 
world of Egg Art just google “World Egg 
Art Association”. 

Beryl Stanton
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Norwell 
Motors

• Servicing and Repairs  
to all vehicles

• MOT Testing

Telephone 01636 821509
Mobile 07885 460496

The Old Forge Garage, 
Cromwell, Newark, NG23 6JE
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JUNE OPENING DATES 

 Sunday 6th    Primrose Cottage, Beckingham DN10 4NN   2.00-5.00pm                          An old fashioned and well-stocked cottage garden with many                          old roses, a water feature, fernery and herb garden. There is                           a productive kitchen garden. Teas and plants for sale.                               
Sunday 13th    Askham Gardens, Askham, Retford NG22   1.00-5.00pm                         Four gardens of differing size offering a wide variety of structure                         and planting. One extra garden at Villosa is not in the yellow                          leaflet. Teas available.  

Sunday 20th  The Poplars, Sutton on Trent NG23 6QA   1.00-5.30pm                          A plantsman’s mature garden with a series of rooms each with                          a different character and style including a woodland area,                           fernery and walled potager. Cream teas.      
   

See also Norwell news section for details of Norwell open gardens.        
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Round
and About...

Carlton on Trent Village Hall re-opening

Although currently closed due to the Coronavirus 

situation we are now starting to take enquiries on a  

case-by-case basis.

If you would like to hire the Village Hall or if you 

previously held a class with us and are wanting to return 

then please contact Murray Martin:

murray.martin@hotmail.co.uk 

07939 856499



The church is always here for the parish.   Please do contact the churchwarden, 
Elizabeth Jones, or members of the PCC for help, support and information.

Churchwarden:  emjones.norwell@btinternet.com or 01636 636 365

What is normal?
Over the coming weeks and months we hope to be returning gently to patterns of 
behaviour which we have almost forgotten.  It has been lovely to have services in church 
again, albeit with a difference.  Although we only have one regular service a month in 
Norwell there is a service of Holy Communion in the other Benefice churches each 
Sunday; these are shown in the table of services at the front of this magazine. Whilst we 
are still in vacancy this pattern is likely to continue although we shall be introducing more 
lay-led services as well.  As we wait for announcements from the Church of England 
please continue to assume that you will need to book for services and contact Elizabeth for 
Norwell services.  

What’s happening in June?

Nature in The Churchyard takes place between Saturday 5 and Sunday 13 June. This 
is a national event to raise the awareness of the value of churchyards in encouraging 
biological diversity. We are encouraged to record the plants and animals that live in the 
churchyard. It is also an opportunity to rejoice in the beauty and peace of our churchyard in 
Norwell:
Sunday 6 June 10.00am – 11.30am in the churchyard
Join with all nature – in Norwell churchyard.  
At 10.00am there will be a short time of worship and praise in the churchyard with music 
and words which will focus on nature.  Then until 11.30am you can explore the churchyard 
to discover what lives there, to wander and reflect, to experience birdsong and music, and 

for the younger and more energetic – things 
to ‘do’. You may wish to bring a folding chair 
with you.

Sunday afternoon and throughout the week 
There will be information boards in the 
churchyard about the plant and animal 
inhabitants so do feel free to wander around 
and discover the amazing combination of 
peace and tranquillity and vibrant life. Enjoy 
the views across the water meadows. If you 
haven’t walked the labyrinth and reached 
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Norwell church news

All the events listed here will only take place if covid restrictions allow, so please do 
check with the churchwarden, read notices or look on Norwell Facebook page, and be 
aware of what is happening nationally.
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the 2,000 year old bog oak, do try, it is a 
wonderful way to unwind.

If you are interested in a guided ‘nature’ 
walk, during the day or in an evening 
contact Elizabeth (see above).  If you have 
expertise in identifying any living organisms, 
particularly birds, butterflies, moths and 
beetles, do let us know, your help would be 
really appreciated.  We are planning a nature 
trail for children – mobile phones will help!

Sunday 13 June 10.00am in church
Celebrating creation.  Our service will be 
continuing the theme of the week.  It will be 
a relaxed service of Holy Communion and 
we’ll be giving thanks and praise as well as 
thinking about our responsibility for the world 
both now and in the future.  All welcome.

A photographic challenge!
Are you interested in nature and photography?  
Please see Norwell news (overleaf). 

A crumbling church?
The recent weather of alternating freezing 
and warmth has done terrible things to the 
mortar in the old stonework.  The roof of the 
south aisle has been badly affected and it 
has resulted in cracks opening up along the 
junction between the roof and the walls. A 
small amount of water has already come in. 
It is being put right at a cost in the region of 
£1,500.  All contributions gratefully accepted 
– and much appreciated.  Please contact the 
treasurer, Hilary Ward hilaryw3@aol.co.uk , 
01636 636 369, 07973 699 113.  You can 
always give regularly – it helps us to budget 
in uncertain times. 

Then in July!
Strawberry Tea Picnic in a box   Saturday 3 July at 3.00pm
See Norwell news for details (overleaf).



Norwell Parish Council
The Council is looking for two new Parish Councillors. I have mentioned before the 
valuable work Councillors do on behalf of the village and we do need a full number of 
Councillors if possible so that we can undertake all the work that we want to do to help 
the village.

You will see adverts on the Village Notice Board in Norwell and in the telephone box in 
Norwell Woodhouse. If you want to apply please contact our Parish clerk, Lisa-Jayne 
Campbell on ljparishclerk@gmail.com.

If you wish to have a chat about what is involved please do send me an email and I’d be 
happy to talk to you.

John Hobson, Chair, Norwell Parish Council 
johnhobsonnorwell@btinternet.com

Norwell community news

Rubbish
When you start looking you see rubbish on many of our verges – in 
some places worse than others.  

We are enormously grateful to our ‘local hero’ who regularly collects 
rubbish from the verges around Norwell.  Thank you.  If we all did a 
bit to help by picking up rubbish safely, and recycling what can be 
recycled, then our lovely village would be even better than it already is.
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Norwell Village Hall
New Treasurer 
After many years of tireless dedication to the Village Hall as a 
very effective treasurer, amongst other roles, Fiona Mountford has 
stepped down as treasurer from 13 May at our Annual General 
Meeting. We offer Fiona our heartfelt thanks for all her hard work.
We are pleased to announce that one of our volunteer committee 
members Adam Grief has decided to take on the role of treasurer.  
We offer him our thanks and support.

Lucky number winner
The winning number for April was number 28. Congratulations to Fiona Mountford!
Remember the more numbers that you have, the more chances you have of winning. 
Thanks to everyone who has continued to support our wonderful Village Hall by buying a 
number: even though it has been closed it has required regular maintenance in order to 
be ready for reopening.



A photographic challenge!
We are focusing on nature in Norwell churchyard between Saturday 5 
and Sunday 13 June.  We hope some of you will be interested in helping 
to create a photographic record of nature in the churchyard from the very 
small to the very large – from views to trees, to beetles and more.  
Just wander round and take pictures of anything that catches your eye and send it to 
norwellsnature@outlook.com by 30 June.  

Please include your name and when and where the picture was taken.  If you find 
something ‘natural’ anywhere around the parish which you feel is worthy of a picture 
please do send that in as well.   Everyone can have a go.

Get snapping! We want your nature pictures!
For more details about Nature in the Churchyard see Norwell Church News on pages 20-21.

STRAWBERRY TEA PICNIC IN A BOX  
SATURDAY 3rd JULY at 3 pm

Collect and Away
or

Stop and Stay
at

Norwell Nurseries
Adults £5

Children £2
Tea will be served for those staying to have their picnic at Norwell Nurseries.

Please sign list at Brenda’s shop.
Proceeds in aid of St Laurence Church.
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Norwell Open Gardens
Sunday 27 June, 1.00-5.00pm 

Wednesday 30 June 6.30-9.00pm

Five wonderful gardens and the allotments are open  
with the customary delicious teas on offer in the Village Hall. 

The £5 entrance charge helps 
cancer support charities and 

tea money keeps the Village Hall going. 

Two great opportunities to get out, 
hopefully Covid restriction-free, and 
celebrate life and beautiful gardens!
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Norwell CofE Primary School
We hope you are enjoying the half term break and look forward to seeing 

you on Monday 7 June. 

As we come out of lockdown, the Year 5 children have successfully 
completed their Level 1 NICAS Climbing Award at The Mill Adventure Centre 
in Mansfield. This course has enabled them to develop not only climbing 
skills but also life skills such as team work, perseverance and resilience. 

Year 2 and 3 start their archery sessions this term, which they will love! 

Year 4, 5 and 6 children are really looking forward to their residential at Hagg Farm in 
Derbyshire in a few weeks: we are so pleased that it looks as if this will go ahead.  We know 
they will have lots of enjoyment abseiling and kayaking. We just have to hope for good 
weather!

It is so lovely to be able to tell you all the things the children have started to do as 
restrictions lift whilst still keeping to the integrity of the bubble! 

Best wishes 
  Kathryn King

Above: Hagg Farm, photo from https://nottsoutdoors.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/schools-and-groups/centres/hagg-farm/



Report of the April meeting
The period before the Black Death was a time of turmoil 
when the order of everyday life was threatened.  David 
Green helped us to interpret this time through the 
illustrations in the Luttrell Psalter.  This beautiful book 
includes some wonderfully detailed pictures of everyday 
life as it would have been for centuries – feeding chickens, 
sewing, ploughing, eating.  The pages are also decorated 
with hideous and bizarre grotesques representing the 
alarming and threatening chaos.  It was a most interesting 
analysis of life before the Black Death reduced the 
population by a half.  Life was changed.

May meeting
Our May meeting will have been a look at life just down the 
road at Willoughby.  This deserted village can be brought 
to life by its archaeology and particularly by the inventories 
of the people who lived there.  There will be a report next 
month.

Visit to Willoughby deserted village
Following on from the May meeting we are hoping to visit 
the site of Willoughby deserted village on Wednesday 16 
June, meeting there at 6.00pm.  The site is not dramatic but 
it tells the history of a little known part of our parish.  Stout 
shoes are essential!  Numbers are limited so if you are 
interested in going please contact Elizabeth on emjones.
norwell@btinternet.com or ring 01636 636 365.  We will 
ensure that current covid guidance is followed.  We now 
have a megaphone so you will be able to be socially 
distanced.

Wells and pumps
Thank you very much indeed to everyone who has given 
us information about their pumps, wells and ponds.  We 
have been able to plumb the depths of some of the wells.  
Amazingly a well in the centre of the village where the 
ground is highest has a depth of 16 metres (yes, metres not 
feet!).  We haven’t been able to measure the depth of a well 
where the land is very low lying.  Can anyone help?
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Luttrell psalter grotesque

Willoughby Manor

Nature in the churchyard
Just a reminder that we are also recording the biodiversity in the churchyard between 
Saturday 5 and Sunday 13 June (or any other time, you are always welcome to pop in and 
see what you can see).  See Norwell news for more information.



Please note current COVID-19 restrictions apply in the shop:
• Face masks to be worn by all customers

• Use sanitising hand gel on entry
• Maintain two metre social distancing rule at all times.

Lots of products always available in store including:

• meats • fruit & veg • salad • cheese & dairy 
• biscuits & cakes • bakery • frozen goods 

• soft drinks • beers & lager • wines & spirits

And if we don’t have it we can order it for you!

Please help during this unusual 
and busy time by making sure you 
present and pay for all Post Offi ce 

transactions at the Post Offi ce counter.
Due to the current situation, shop staff are 

unable to collect items for postage.

Shop phone: 01636 636516 / text: 07496 850599
email: norwell.brendas@btinternet.com

New opening hours:
The same produce and personal service but over a shorter time

Monday 7.30am-12 noon and 2.00-5.00pm. CLOSED 12.00-2:00pm
Tuesday 7.30am-12 noon and 2.00-5.00pm. CLOSED 12.00-2:00pm
Wednesday 7.30am-12 noon 
Thursday 7.30am-12 noon and 2.00-5.00pm. CLOSED 12.00-2:00pm
Friday 7.30am-12 noon and 2.00-5.00pm. CLOSED 12.00-2:00pm
Saturday 8.00am-12 noon
Sunday CLOSED

Newspapers: There will be continuity of newspaper and magazines supplies but all papers and 
magazines will need to be pre-ordered.
Monday to Saturday: Pre-ordered papers available for collection at the Village Shop
Sunday: Pre-ordered papers available for direct home delivery through our newspaper agent 
  for a surcharge payment of 35p.

  Subscription Vouchers still accepted for all days.
Further details will be circulated later but see Brenda if you need any further information.

� anking you all for your support – past and present.
Brenda � omas 
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Sally Jane’s
Postmill Bakery

Cakes, Pastries
& Savouries

Outside Catering
Crockery & Cutlery Hire

Northfield Farm, Norwell
Tel: 01636 636509
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Introducing our

WEEKEND TAKEAWAY 
TEATIME TREAT

Please book early

Savouries, Sandwiches, Cakes

The Plough Norwell
01636 636208

Linda and Mel welcome you  
to The Plough at Norwell

Home Cooked meals and Fine Ales.
Takeaways

Subject to current restrictions.



From the Church
Our next service at Holy Rood will be on Sunday 30 June at 10.30am. The government’s 
roadmap at the time will direct the arrangements with regard to Covid.  Please check the 
Beck and Trent website to confirm details.

The annual meeting of the Parochial Church Council took place after last month’s service.  
Ben Skipper agreed to take over as Secretary, following June Boulby’s retirement after 
many years of unstinting service.  The PCC recorded its grateful thanks to June for all her 
hard work, and welcomed Ben to the post.

Congratulations
We send congratulations and very best wishes to Tom Hickman and Lily Aspinall who 
were married at Holy Rood on Saturday 29 May.  Tom and Lily moved into The Lodge just 
as the first coronavirus lockdown began.  This made it difficult to meet anyone from the 
village at all to begin with, but Ossington must suit them as they decided to get married in 
our very special church!  The planning and detail of life events during the pandemic have 
necessarily been rather different, but the sentiment remains the same – the wish for the 
happy couple to enjoy a long and happy life together!

A date for your diary (at last!)
The National Garden Scheme has been able to restart its popular Open Gardens 
programme this year, following a difficult year in 2020 as a result of multiple coronavirus 
lockdowns.  Next month sees the annual joint opening under the Scheme of Ossington 
House and Hopbine Farm gardens on Saturday 11 July, 2.00-5.00pm.  Further details at 
www.ngs.org.uk

Suspicious Vehicles and/or Activity
There have been a number of reports lately of suspicious vehicles in the area, and/or 
their occupants taking a great deal of interest in gardens etc.  This could be for burglary 
or dognapping purposes, or for potential theft of catalytic converters, to name a few 
possibilities.  If you see anyone or any vehicle behaving suspiciously, please take a 
moment to report to the police non-emergency number 101.  All such reports are logged, 
and whilst an isolated suspicion may not seem important, it could just be the vital link the 
police are looking for – so please make that call!
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Ossington community news

June
Mine is the Month of Roses; yes, and mine
  The Month of Marriages!  All pleasant sights
And scents, the fragrance of the blossoming vine,
  The foliage of the valleys and the heights.
Mine are the longest days, the loveliest nights;
  The mower’s scythe makes music to my ear;
I am the mother of all dear delights;
  I am the fairest daughter of the year. 
 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807–1882)



FARMING Watch 
The lack of rain this spring has meant that lawns have not required such frequent 
cutting.  In farming terms this translates into a worrying situation for livestock farmers.  
Most turned their animals out at the earliest opportunity because stocks of hay and straw 
were exhausted.  However, the lack of rain has meant that grass growth has not kept up 
with hungry mouths.  As a result, silage making also started early on fields set aside for 
that purpose.  An early first cut means yield will be down, but a balance has to be struck.  
The alternative is to sell stock before they are truly ready in order to reduce the demand 
on grazing.

Arable crops have been quite variable in their growth – also due to seasonal rainfall 
being out of kilter.  The rain in the latter half of May helped to keep the cereals going, but 
may have come too late to make up for uneven germination and growth.  There is much 
less oilseed rape being grown this year.  This is due to the withdrawal of approval of 
neonicotinoid sprays, which have been judged to be harmful to bees.  Without the spray, 
the oilseed rape becomes unviable as a crop however, and so there have been far fewer 
fields of the familiar bright yellow flowers to be seen this year.

A different type of flowering area may be seen in some places as ‘wild flower mixes’ 
begin to show their colours. These are often sown in field margins or awkward corners 
as part of farm conservation schemes.  They aim to help provide food and habitat for 
farmland birds, particularly at times of the year when food sources are scarce, and are 
often helpful to insects and bees as well.  These mixes can include varying proportions 
of wild flowers, cereals and grasses, and so provide interest and colour throughout the 
year. If you do see one of these areas on your travels, please admire 
from afar, and do not allow your dog to enter – these areas provide a 
safe space for all sorts of living creatures!

Janet Carr jecarr@live.co.uk
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RAIN Watch 
April was a very dry month: we got 0.2cm 
of rain (0.09 inches).

Andrew Ward wardha@aol.com 

Book Club
The Club choice for June 
is A Theatre for Dreamers 
by Polly Samson.  Set on 
the Greek island of Hydra 
in the 1960s, it’s a tale of 
sun, sea and hedonism, 
and mixes real people – 
Leonard Cohen and his 
muse Marianne – with fictional romance. 
Said to be a glorious substitute for a 
Greek holiday! 

Information about the Book Club from 
Helen 636337
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The Parish Magazine is usually delivered free each month to households in the four parishes. 
Online editions are hosted at: www.becktrent.org.uk/ccno-parish-magazine

Donations towards the cost of printing the magazine are always appreciated.
If you have anything for the village news sections or articles or reports for the magazine 

please contact the Editors by the 15th of the month:

The parish magazine is produced by the church for the primary purpose of delivering information about church 
services, events and related issues. We are fortunate that we are also able to include news and events from the 
Beck and Trent villages and the relevant parish councils. Any advertisements are paid for, thus helping to finance the 
magazine, meaning that it can still be delivered free to homes. We are sorry to be unable to publish letters.
Advertisements are published in good faith; inclusion of a listing or advertisement does not imply endorsement of the 
company or its products or services by The Parish Magazine, nor does it constitute a recommendation. You should 
make your own enquiries, comparisons & checks for suitability. We accept no liability for loss, damage or difficulties 
from contacts made through this publication or from errors or omissions.
Layout: Heather Sirrel Printed by: Jubilate Communications : office@jubilatecic.co.uk ( 07968 814189

General Editor
Chris Senior 822727        
email: ccnoparishmagazine@gmail.com

Caunton
Irene Crossley 639123
email: irenecrossley50@gmail.com

Cromwell
Tracy Koefoed 07788 313620  
email: messenger@cromwellvillage.org.uk

Advertisements & Accounts
Kate Nichol-Smith 636612  
email: xkns@aol.com

Executive Editor
Elizabeth Jones 636365 
email: emjones.norwell@btinternet.com

Norwell
Kate Nichol-Smith 636612  
email: xkns@aol.com

Dates for the Norwell Diary
Contact Georgina Gamble 636136  
or write in Diary in Village Stores

Ossington
Janet Carr 821265  
email: jecarr@live.co.uk

To place an advert in the Parish Magazine contact  
Kate Nichol-Smith on 01636 636612 or xkns@aol.com

Full page £25 (128 x 190mm)
1/2 page £13 (128 x 93mm)
1/4 page £7 (62 x 93mm or 128 x 44.5mm)
1/8 page £4 (128 x around 20mm)

We can help with your design at no extra cost!
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“The Log Basket”
All sizes of hardwood logs

For all your firewood needs
01909 485339

or 07790 933579

All aspects of tree care to a 
high professional standard.
Fully qualified and insured.

Contact Jason Clarke on 01636 
679661 or 07985 134983

• PATIOS LAID, 
RELAYED, 
REPOINTED,  
SHED BASES,  
PATHS ETC.

• FENCING SUPPLIED 
AND ERECTED

• CONSERVATORY 
ROOFS CLEANED

• TREES FELLED AND 
PRUNED,  
STUMPS AND ROOTS 
REMOVED,  
HEDGES CUT

• GUTTERS CLEANED 
AND REPAIRED

• PRESSURE 
WASHING:  
PATHS, PATIOS,  
DRIVES, DECKING, 
GARDEN FURNITURE

ROBINSONS

FOR FREE QUOTES CALL:
01636 680170 or 07814545720

A micro nursery offering a selection of Annuals and Perennials
Visit our website at: Ossingtonplants.co.uk to view the range

Free local delivery or click and collect

Telephone: 07799 864027
Or 

Email: meurig@ossingtonplants.co.uk
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From savoury boxes, sweet boxes or mixed, to our more 
specialist boxes such as the Camembert box, vegetarian box, 

gluten free or vegan, we have them all covered. 

Based in East Markham, we offer free delivery to all 
neighbouring villages and a small fee further afield.

Keep an eye on our Facebook and Instagram pages for 
exciting competitions, raffles and boxes!

Facebook: @ppickings  |  Instagram: @poshpickings2020 
email: poshpickings 2020@gmail.com

Boxes, platters and tables 
to suit any occasion

– birthdays, business meetings, working lunches... 
or just as a treat for you or a loved one!
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...from ‘leaky’ taps to full installations!
All plumbing, heating enquiries & ‘call-outs’,

please call Guy Beeby

C&G, NVQ Level 2, BPec qualified, 
Oftec Registered fully insured 

•Domestic Plumbing • Emergency Call-Out • 
•Bathroom Installations & Repairs •

• Outside Plumbing •
• Central Heating Installations & Repairs • 
• Under Floor Heating • Leaks & Bursts • 

• Oil Boiler/Tank Install, Repair & Service •
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01623 904444

Gates
Railings - Security Bars - Rose Arches

Balustrading
Curtain Poles

Estate Fencing
All enquiries welcome

Call for free estimates and advice
Tel: 01636 640099

Web: www.iron-work.co.uk
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FOR A FREE BROCHURE PLEASE CALL

0800 016 9276
www.nextdaystairlifts.com

NEXT DAY STAIRLIFTS

LIFTS MADE IN THE UK  ~  24/7 EMERGENCY COVER

LOCAL NOTTINGHAM SURVEYOR

Next Day Stairlifts A5 Magazine Ad 2021_COMP SLIP  15/02/2021  14:52  Page 1
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